Minutes of the Mesquite Ranch Neighborhood Association


Annual Meeting – August 4, 2009 – Call to Order
The Annual Meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm. The following board members were present:
Cindy Copley
Sylvia Katvala

Chip Ellis

Barry Webb

Keith Miller

A Quorum was noted for the record.
Minutes of July 2009 Meeting
A motion to approve the minutes of the July 2009 MRNA meeting was made by Chip Ellis and seconded by Cindy Copley. The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.
Treasurer’s Report
Sylvia Katvala reported the balance of the MRNA account as of the August 2008 Annual Meeting was $404.61. There was total income of $690 and total expenses of $886.26 since that date, resulting in an ending balance of $208.35.

President’s Report
Keith Miller paraphrased a letter provided by Randy Pierce, former MRNA President, which he stated would be posted to the MRNA website. Keith summarized several issues and events the MRNA had involvement in over the last year. He stated that MRNA had supported and would continue to be active in the annual Ward 4 back-to-school bash, which was scheduled for Saturday, August 8. Keith explained that MRNA had taken an active role in reducing illegal discharging of firearms near Mesquite Ranch, as well as illegal operation of ATVs in and around the neighborhood, and that he felt there had been considerable reduction in these issues. He went on to explain that overall crime in Mesquite Ranch was down in 2008 compared to 2007, and that TPD considered our community to be a very low crime area. Keith mentioned community service events such as the Community Yard Sales and Community Cleanups continued to be popular and provided a valuable benefit to the community. Keith explained MRNA’s involvement in the Houghton Road Widening Project, and that he is on the Citizens Planning Committee for that project. He stated that MRNA had been influential in ensuring that a traffic signal would be installed at the Poorman/Houghton intersection, and also in ensuring that a left turn lane would be provided from southbound Houghton onto Forest Glen. Keith stated that construction on the project between Valencia and Irvington would begin in 2010. A resident asked if the existing walking path along Houghton would remain after the widening. Keith explained that it would, although the actual location and alignment of the path may be altered to accommodate the widening.
New Business
Bylaws Review
Copies of the current MRNA bylaws were distributed. Barry Webb introduced proposed changes to Article II related to clarifying MRNA’s Purpose, to better clarify MRNA’s role in the community and to delineate those responsibilities from those of the MRHOA. Chip Ellis introduced a proposed addition to Article VI, whereby elections outside the Annual Meeting could be held to fill positions vacated due to resignations during the year. The floor was opened for residents’ proposed changes to the bylaws. One resident proposed that Article III be changed to restrict MRNA membership to homeowners only. Chip Ellis explained that he had been involved in the original development of the bylaws, and the thought at that time was that MRNA should distinguish itself from the MRHOA, which only allows homeowners to be voting members. He went on to state that MRNA’s purpose is more closely aligned with persons actually living within the community as opposed to those who may own homes but live elsewhere. A resident stated that she is a renter and that her landlord lives outside the state and has little stake in community concerns. Overall discussion among the board and residents seemed favorable to leaving membership open to all residents, whether or not they own the home in which they reside.
Marquette Street Access to Rincon Vista Middle School
John Aitken, a Mesquite Ranch resident and member of the Site Council for SVES and RVMS, asked to speak and was given the floor. He stated that his reason for speaking was not to address the Marquette Street entrance to the school, but rather the upcoming bond and override vote in November. Mr. Aitken stated that the funds to build SVES and RVMS had been borrowed from State funds provided for building a new high school, with the understanding that the State would repay those monies as required by state law. He went on to say that the State had indicated that they would not repay those funds, due to the current fiscal crisis. Mr. Aitken stated that the new high school would take 2 years to build, and if not built by that time, the current high schools would be overcrowded by 400 students. He indicated that failure to pass the bond and override could put 90 teacher positions at risk. He stated that the proposed $15 million bond would add approximately $3 per month to the property tax bill for the owner of an average $200,000 home. He encouraged residents to vote for the bond and override and also to consider becoming active with Citizens of Vail for Education (COVE) to help support Vail schools. A resident asked how the State can refuse to repay money they are required by law to repay. Mr. Aitken stated that the State understands that the school districts do not have the means to sue the State, and that they are taking a calculated risk that any such lawsuit would take considerable time, after which the current fiscal situation may be improved.
Principal Kevin Carney of the new Rincon Vista Middle School was present to discuss the status of the Marquette Street entrance to the school. Mr. Carney stated that, with school being open for approximately 2 weeks, traffic into and out of the school was flowing very well. Mr. Carney stated that, for the most part, problems with traffic on Marquette were limited, with few cars seen parking on Marquette to drop off or pick up their children. He indicated that attempts were being made to communicate to parents that they should not utilize Marquette for this purpose. Mr. Carney went on to state that the position of the school was that there was currently no need to open Marquette to vehicular traffic. A resident stated her position that the problem with drop-offs was more prevalent than indicated by Mr. Carney. She stated that she had witnessed parents backing their vehicles up the street due to the inability to turn around after dropping off or picking up. Another resident asked if a pickup/dropoff zone could be created at the East pool. Chip Ellis stated his understanding that the HOA was currently considering establishing such a zone. A resident asked if a street sign could be posted to warn parents that they should not enter Marquette to drop off or pick up children. Another resident suggested a sign posted on the gate to this effect. Mr. Carney indicated that the school had no objection to such signs but that posting them would not be the responsibility of the school.

Cindy Copley moved that a vote be held to further establish a community position that the Marquette Street access be restricted to pedestrian and bicycle access only, with vehicular access restricted to emergency use only. The motion was seconded by Keith Miller. By show of hands, 21 residents voted in favor of the measure, with 0 votes against the measure and 3 abstaining. 
Board Member Elections

Keith Miller explained the nomination and voting process for MRNA board members. He  explained that a total of 5 board positions were up for election, due to expiration of terms for President, Treasurer, Director 1, Director 3, and Director 5. Keith stated that he intended to run for re-election to the board, but that Sylvia Katvala (Treasurer) and Karina Trumbull (Director 1) had stated that they did not wish to run for re-election. The floor was opened for nominations to board positions. One resident, Luis Quintero, introduced himself as a new resident of Mesquite Ranch and nominated himself for consideration. There were no other nominations. Ballots were distributed to all residents present. Ballot holders were instructed to write in Luis Quintero as a nominee, and that Keith Miller’s name was preprinted on the ballot. Voting commenced and ballots were collected and counted by Sylvia Katvala. Votes were 23 in favor of Keith Miller and 22 in favor of Luis Quintero. Both nominees were thus elected.
Next Meeting
Cindy Copley announced that the next MRNA regular meeting would be held on September 1st, and that a vote to approve the MRNA bylaws (with proposed changes) would be held.

Meeting Closure
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Keith Miller and seconded by Cindy Copley. The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 8:05 p.m.
Executive Session

The board continued in Executive Session for election new officers. A motion to elect Keith Miller to the position of President was made by Chip Ellis and seconded by Luis Quintero. Keith was elected by unanimous vote of the board. A motion to elect Barry Webb to the position of Treasurer was made by Chip Ellis and seconded by Luis Quintero. Barry was elected by unanimous vote of the board. A motion to elect Luis Quintero to the position of Director 1 was made by Barry Webb and seconded by Keith Miller. Luis was elected by unanimous vote of the board. It was agreed and stated for the record that Chip Ellis would continue in the position of Secretary, and Cindy Copley would continue in the position of Vice President. Sylvia Katvala transferred the $208.35 cash balance of the MRNA treasury to Barry Webb, as witnessed by Chip Ellis. The Executive Session was closed at 8:25 p.m.
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