Minutes of the Mesquite Ranch Neighborhood Association


Annual Meeting – September 1, 2009 – Call to Order
The Annual Meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm. The following board members were present:
Keith Miller
Chip Ellis

Barry Webb

Luis Quintero
A Quorum was noted for the record.
Minutes of July 2009 Meeting
A motion to approve the minutes of the Aug 2009 MRNA meeting was made by Barry Webb and seconded by Keith Miller. The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.
President’s Report
Keith Miller stated that work was beginning on Phase 2 of the Houghton Road widening project, with intersection improvement at Houghton and Old Vail Road. He stated that coordination of where work would be focused depended on funding and rights of way. He also indicated that the planned new Home Depot would influence work on the southern end of the project. Keith added that the Phase 2 portion of the project from Valencia to Irvington was already approved, so it would likely be one of the first worked. An estimated start date of mid-2010 was given.

A resident stated that the parking problem that was reported in the KB section had been resolved. Another resident stated that student drop-offs and vehicle turn-arounds were still a problem on Marquette during the morning hours.
Treasurer’s Report
Barry Webb reported the beginning balance of the MRNA treasury as of the last meeting was $208.35. There were no expenses during August leaving an ending balance of $208.35.

Old Business
NONE
New Business
Social Committee – Keith Miller stated that a Community BBQ was being planned. The HOA will again provide funds to help offset costs. The date is still under consideration. A resident asked that the BBQ not be held during the Vail school break. (Page Calloway of the Social Committee arrived late and stated that Oct 10th and Nov 14th were the two dates being considered. Signs will be posted once the date is firmed.)
Community Service – Chip Ellis stated that the Community Yard Sale and Cleanup would be held in late October, with a date still to be announced. Attempts will be made to schedule the sale on a Saturday when there is not a U of A home game, as requested by some residents.

Plans and Development – Keith Miller stated that TMC still plans to build a hospital at Houghton/Drexel but this will be delayed due to the economy. WalMart is back in the picture with an interest in land around Houghton/Golf Links, or perhaps a smaller store south of Old Vail. There is some talk of Trader Joes opening a store at Houghton/Golf Links or south of Old Vail. A public park is in the planning stages for the area behind Empire High School on Mary Ann Cleveland. 

By-Laws Review – Barry Webb reviewed the proposed changes to the Bylaws that were reviewd at the August annual meeting. A motion was made by Barry Webb to approve the bylaws as amended. The motion was seconded by Chip Ellis. By show of hands, 4 residents and 4 board members voted to approve the bylaws, representing a majority of the members present. The bylaws were therefore approved.
Other Business - Andy Squire distributed materials related to the Safety Alert GPC device and Buffelgrass control, as well as a Community Resource guide. Andy thanked MRNA members that had volunteered for the Ward 4 back to school Bash. He stated that 1700 kids had benefited from the Bash, which was approximately 300 less than last year. He stated that WalMart and Cox Communications had donated $10K for the event. Andy stated that signage prohibiting drop-offs on Marquette are being proposed to the City. If he gets pushback the community may need to mount an effort to get signs in place. Andy reiterated some of the planned development around Mesquite Ranch, including a smaller-profile WalMart (99,000 sqft) that is being considered to co-anchor the Home Depot shopping center on Houghton south of Old Vail. He stated that Trader Joes was considering a spot in the new Sarrento Corners shopping center proposed for Houghton and Golf Links, though he indicated that TJs typically uses existing store space rather than building new.
Next Meeting
Keith Miller announced that the next MRNA regular meeting would be held on October 4th.
Meeting Closure
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Keith Miller and seconded by Barry Webb. The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote at 7:48 p.m.
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