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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

It has been quite some time since the Mesquite Ranch Neighborhood Association put out a 

newsletter.  A lot has happened since the last one including several community BBQs, com-

munity yard sales, and periodic spring and fall clean-ups.  Despite the absence of newslet-

ters, the MRNA Board of Directors has continued to consistently represent the Mesquite 

Ranch community supporting Ward 4 and City projects including the Ward 4 annual back 

to school bash and the Houghton Road Widening Project ... just to name a few. 

 

The MRNA held their annual meeting in August 2010 and voted in new board members. 

The new board members serving our community are: 

President Keith Miller 

Vice President Cindy Copley 

Secretary Chip Ellis 

Barry Webb Treasurer 

Luis Quintero Director 

Randall Pierce Director 

 

The board quickly planned an October community BBQ and a special “Movie Night” which 

will prove to be a lot of fun.  In addition, the board will be planning a special Christmas 

event this year.  OH … and don’t forget the upcoming Fall Community Yard Sale and com-

munity clean-up where large refuse containers are distributed throughout the community. 

 

As you may be aware, the City has had to deal with reducing the size of government and 

that includes limiting or eliminating services that have been available to neighborhood asso-

ciations in the past.  One service that has been severely reduced is funding for monthly 

mailings like this newsletter and meeting notification cards.  The Board anticipates funding 

for this service may be withdrawn by the City by the end of this year so other alternative 

communication solutions are being considered.   

 

Funding for community meetings was also eliminated by the City which caused MRNA to 

schedule regular meetings at the Mesquite Ranch East Pool facility on the first Tuesday of 

each month.   
 

MRNA residents continue to contribute volunteers for Ward IV and community events.   

Four Mesquite Ranch volunteers contributed time and services to the 9th annual Back-to-

School Bash in August, distributing thousands of dollars in school supplies, backpacks, and 

raffle tickets to all participating students within the Ward IV boundaries.  Ward 4 issued an 

award to MRNA for their continued support.  MRNA salutes Gail Kocourek, Paige 

Calloway, Cindy Copley, and Keith Miller for their unselfish contributions to this important 

community event. 
 

If you haven’t attended an MRNA monthly meeting, or if you’ve wanted to attend a meet-

ing but haven’t due to a scheduling conflict, I would encourage you to make the extra effort 

to attend our next meeting.  The MRNA makes every attempt to keep meetings interesting 

and relevant to the community.  Please visit the Mesquite Ranch Neighborhood Associa-

tion website at www.mesquiteranch.org for time and location of the next regular meeting!! 
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SOCIAL HAPPENINGS 
 
COMMUNITY FALL BBQ AND MOVIE NIGHT SCHEDULED FOR 22 OCTOBER 2010—The MRNA board of directors 
decided during our meeting on 7 September to hold the community fall BBQ and Movie Night on Friday evening 22 October at 
5:00pm.  Burgers and hotdogs will be served.  Residents are encouraged to bring their favorite side dishes and/or desserts to 
share.  After the BBQ MRNA’s movie night will begin featuring “It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown”.  Admission is free!  
Check the MRNA website (www.mesquiteranch.org) for updates on starting time and other BBQ related news.  
 
On Friday 23 July 2010 the MRNA Social Committee sponsored a “dive-in” movie night at the East side pool.  Approximately 
25 residents attended and the movie “The Sandlot” was shown on a screen made of sheets hung up near the pool.    
 

PLANS & DEVELOPMENT 
 
HOUGHTON ROAD WIDENING—You have probably noticed the construction crews busy eating lunch, sitting in the shade . . 
. ooops, I mean clearing brush etc. just to the west of Houghton road between Valencia and Irvington.  No, that is not the long 
anticipated widening of our often densely packed thoroughfare.  It is the Gas company laying new pipe.  Once they learned of 
the Regional Transportation Authority's (RTA) plans to widen Houghton Road, they pleaded with the RTA to let them lay their 
pipeline down first.  This is a contingency project.  The new gas line is not to serve established communities such as Mesquite 
Ranch, but to serve yet-to-be-established entities in the Irvington Road area at some point in the future.  The purpose of 
laying the pipe now, rather than when it will actually be needed, is to save the expense and trouble of tearing up the new 
Houghton Road after it has been widened and paved. 
 
Ground-breaking for the Valencia-Irvington Road section of he Houghton Road widening project was originally slated to take 
place in October.  However, the RTA has to wait until the Gas Line project has been completed and that still looks to be 
several weeks away, if not months. 
 
One RTA Houghton Road project that has been completed is the widening of the intersection at Old Vail and Houghton.  This 
section was done first because a number of retail entities are planning to set up shop at that intersection in the near future and 
the RTA wisely felt it was better to get the new intersection set now rather than waiting until the retail entities were in place 
and then having to incur additional expenses to make changes in existing structures. 
 
 
CITY BUDGET WOES—Cuts in the city's budget due to the deteriorating economy have impacted the MRNA in a number of 
ways.  Most obvious is the loss of our meeting place at Senita Elementary school.  The city had been paying the Vail School 
District for our use of the school's facilities for one evening each month.  With those city funds now cut out of the city's budget 
the MRNA was forced to find a new meeting place.  After much soul searching the MRNA board of directors decided to hold 
all of our future meetings at the East Side pool.  The meeting times will continue to be the first Tuesday of every month unless 
otherwise noted. 
 
The other area where the MRNA has been affected by the city's budget woes is in the mailing service.  Previously the city 
covered the costs of our mailing out newsletters and/or cards announcing upcoming meetings.  Those funds have now been 
curtailed.  The city has informed the MRNA board of directors that they have enough funds left for no more than two mailings 
between now and June 2011.  This can be in the form of either two newsletters or two cards announcing meetings, or one of 
each.  The MRNA board of directors have elected to get as much bang for the few bucks left by putting out this newsletter for 
the fall, saving one more mailing for sometime in the spring. 
 
Consequently, without the monthly mailings to alert residents of our meetings, we have been forced to resort to the placing of 
signs at strategic locations throughout the community whenever we have an upcoming meeting.  Residents are urged to take 
note of these signs around the first of every month, and  also to check our website (www.mesquiteranch.org) on a regular 
basis for announcements of meetings and special events. 
 
 

Mesquite Ranch  Neighborhood Association 

10659 E. Haymarket Street 

Tucson, AZ 85747  

Phone:  (520) 444.2024  

Email:  mrna@mesquiteranch.org  Website:  www.mesquiteranch.org 

http://www.mesquiteranch.org/
http://www.mesquiteranch.org/
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RECENT HAPPENINGS 
 
WARD 4 BACK TO SCHOOL BASH—The annual city Ward 4 “Back to School Bash” was held on 07 August 2010.  A num-
ber of MRNA board members and residents volunteered to help make that event a huge success. 
 
MARQUETTE STREET ACCESS—With the re-opening of school in August the problem of parents dropping their kids off at 
the end of Marquette street once again reared its ugly head.  With large numbers of kids walking to school and a number of 
parents driving up to the end of the street to drop their children off, and given the narrow and congested nature of Marquette 
street, there have been a number of near accidents.  Fortunately no one has been hurt yet.  To prevent the possibility of a 
child being run over by a vehicle trying to back up after dropping off children, both the Rincon Vista and the Senita Valley 
websites contain statements that such drop-offs are not permitted for safety reasons.  To repeat that, it is illegal to use end 
of Marquette street for the purpose of dropping off students.  It is not a drop-off zone.  Parents may use Bach street, but not 
Marquette.  The budget-strapped city does not have the funds to put up signs there, or to place a police officer there, but 
residents are urged to keep in mind the safety of all children, including those who walk to school, so as to not use the end of 
Marquette as a drop-off zone. 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 
WATCHFUL EYES … It's getting close to that time when snakes and other critters prepare for the colder days of winter by 
eating more.  Eating more means hunting more and the possibility of becoming more visible.  If you find a dangerous critter 
call animal control first. If people or pets are in immediate danger, you may call MRNA at 444-2024 to help resolve the issue. 
 

FALL CLEANUP AND YARD SALE SCHEDULED FOR 30 OCTOBER 2010 —The annual Mesquite Ranch community-
wide Yard Sale and fall clean up will be held the weekend of 30 October 2010.  The City of Tucson will provide the dump-
sters as usual, and they should be in place by Friday, 29 October, and will remain in place through the weekend.  The com-
munity-wide Yard Sale will take place Saturday morning, 30 October.  So, start thinking about things that you would like to 
sell to make more room in your home for other things.  But don't worry, if you fail to sell something on Saturday that you 
really wanted to get rid of, the dumpsters will still be in place through Sunday for your convenience.  Check the MRNA web-
site (www.mesquiteranch.org) the week before for exact locations of the dumpsters.  The MRNA board of directors will place 
signs advertising our Yard Sale along Houghton in hopes of attracting hundreds, or even thousands, of customers.  
 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY 

 
YOU’VE HEARD IT BEFORE BUT - Blocking sidewalks, parking on the street (in either direction) or next to a cul-de-sac 
island, and parking against traffic, WHETHER OR NOT in a cutout, is a violation of City Ordinance 9196, Section 20-277, 
and may result in a traffic citation or fines imposed by City ordinance inspectors or the Tucson Police Department ($25 - 
$150 per violation).  MRNA periodically requests community sweeps by Parkwise to enforce parking statutes so please help 
keep our neighborhood safe for kids and accessible to emergency vehicles by following established traffic and parking rules. 
 
POOP AND UNLEASHED PETS - Mesquite Ranch still has some resi-
dents who walk their dogs but don’t leash or pick up after them. 
Unleashed pets are a serious safety issue, and it goes without saying 
that pet waste is a health and sanitary problem, especially in the heavily 
used grassy play areas throughout our community.  City statues are not 
sympathetic to violators and fines are very high.  Residents are asked 
to PLEASE leash and pick-up after pets and dispose of appropriately. 
 
WATCH THOSE “T” SECTIONS - Recently several concerned resi 
ents have raised the issue of inattentive drivers or drivers that are not 
properly yielding the right-of-way to other vehicles or pedestrians.  Of 
particular concern is the intersection at Bach and Malta where there 
have been several close calls.  Residents are also reminded that when 
the Senita Valley Elementary School opens, there will be several “T” 
sections that will experience increased foot traffic due to students walk-
ing to school within the community.  Because East Marquette Street will 
be a main access for foot and bicycle traffic to the school complex, “T” 
sections with increased risk will be Bach and Marquette, Metropolitan 
and Marquette, Bach and Malta, and Metropolitan and Malta. The illus-
tration to the left depicts proper “T” intersection yielding. 

Yielding 101 

There are 21 “T” intersections in 
Mesquite Ranch.  Be sure to yield the 
right of way according to basic traffic 

rules.  Need a refresher? 
 

Vehicles in the stem 
of the T always yield. 

 

Vehicles turning left  
always yield. 

 

 

http://www.mesquiteranch.org/


MESQUITE RANCH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
 

Regular Meeting: 
 

Tuesday - November Meeting to be announced 
 

Mesquite Ranch East Pool Facility 
 

Mesquite Ranch Neighborhood Association (MRNA) meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month. All 
Mesquite Ranch residents are encouraged to come and learn about upcoming social events like MRNA’s awe-
some Fall community  BBQ.  If you’ve not attended one you have no idea what you’ve been missing! Check the 
MRNA website for the latest news & updates. This is YOUR Neighborhood Association!  Take time to attend 
one of our monthly meetings.  They’re interesting and informative.  Come Happy…Leave Happy! 
 

WHAT?  TWO MESQUITE RANCH ASSOCIATIONS? 
 
Some residents still get confused as to the difference between the MRNA and the HOA with many people think-
ing that both entities are one and the same.  The HOA is the entity that collects your quarterly dues and they are 
responsible for such things as the landscaping and pool maitainance.  Also, if you wish to add a porch, room, or 
make another outwardly visible change to your home, it is to the HOA that you must make a request and get 
approval from.  However, the HOA is not recognized by the city government, so that is where the MRNA comes 
in.  It is the MRNA that interfaces with the city on such things as the Houghton Road widening project and pro-
vides input to the city on any construction project that might affect our neighborhood.  It is also the MRNA that 
coordinates with the city on such things as the Ward 4 “back to school bash.”  
 

For questions, please contact Barry Webb at mrna@mesquiteranch.org or call 520.444.2024. 

 

The City of Tucson, its officers and employees, its Department of Housing and Community Development and all other offices neither agree nor disagree with the views ex-

pressed or implied in this communication and are not therefore responsible. The distribution requester is solely responsible. 


